Sample Language for All Reports
Reason for Referral – initial referral

This is an initial assessment for special education services.

Student was referred for evaluation by the ____ Team (or parent or teacher).  The team (or parent or teacher) was primarily concerned about
· low academic achievement
· performance below grade level

· difficulty with attention in class

· short attention span in class

· peer relationships

· lack of motivation

· inability to produce work

· emotional difficulties

· school phobias

· poor grades

Provide description or give examples to support any items included

Reason for Referral – triennial 

The student was referred for a triennial review as mandated by state and federal special education law.  The purpose of the Triennial Review is to determine the following: 

1. whether to student continues to have a disability;

2. the present levels of academia achievement and related developmental needs;

3. whether the student continues to need special education and related services; and 

4. whether any additions or modifications to the special education and related services are needed to enable the student to meet the measurable annual IEP goals and participate, as appropriate, in the general curriculum.

Background Information Relevant to This Report

Environmental, cultural, and economical information

· Father’s highest educational level is ___ and mother’s highest level is ____
· Father is employed as ________________ and mother is employed as _________________

· There is/is no family history of speech or language difficulties
· There is/is no family history of learning difficulties/academic problems

· There is/is no family history of emotional difficulties
· This student’s language development is/is not similar to his/her siblings

· Child has developed a ________ level of proficiency in the ___________ language.
· Parents were born in _________________
· Child was born in _______________ and came to this country at age ______

· Other members of the family living in the home include ___________________

· Language (other than English) spoken in the home is ___________________
· Family is from the ____________________ culture and adheres/but does not closely adhere to its customs

· The family has moved _____ times since student started kindergarten
· The family has been in the same home for ______ years. 

· The student qualifies for the free/reduced lunch program.

· Recent family event(s) which may influence student’s performance in school include(s) _________________________

Health and developmental information

· Student is meeting all developmental milestones

· Student has not yet met/was delayed in achieving development milestones of ____________________

· Student’s health issue/surgery ____________________________________

· Student is on medication ______________________________
· Student sees a psychiatrist/therapist/for ____________________

Educational history

· Student has had good attendance in past years
· Student’s attendance has been _________________________

· Family was reported to School Attendance Review Board on ___________ for _______________

· Student has received pre-referral interventions for _______________ months, including ____________________________________
Behavioral Observations

Observations in classroom and other appropriate settings, including relationship of behavior to student's academic and social functioning
· often off task

· needed frequent reminders from teacher

· appeared withdrawn

· appeared shy
· appeared confident and at ease
· often out of seat

· often verbally disruptive

· follows teacher's directions
· courteous to other students
· on task

· similar to other students in class

· requested help frequently

Provide description or give examples to support any items included

Behavior during testing, including relationship of behavior to the reliability of the current assessment results

· was cooperative throughout the examination
· responded promptly and carefully to test questions, generally persisting with difficult tasks

· responded slowly and carefully to test questions

· gave up easily on more difficult takes

· did not attempt more difficult items

· appeared confident and self-assured

· was very polite at all times

· displayed a sense of humor
· worked persistently through most tests, but seemed  to put forth less effort when required to ..

· worked diligently and carefully

· worked quickly (or slowly)

· attempted most/some of the items presented

· seemed motivated

· demonstrated distractible behaviors

· consistently attended to task
· needed prompting to stay on task

· needed questions repeated

· interrupted the examiner

· answered questions impulsively

· gave up easily

· often made comments about test items or shared personal experiences; however, attention was easily redirected to test items  (or and it was difficult to redirect attention to test items)
· came willingly to testing session (s)

· was comfortable and appeared to be making good effort

· appeared at ease and attentive to the tasks during the evaluation

Provide description or give examples to support any items included

New Assessments Administered/Results of Assessment
See Sample Descriptions of Speech Assessments, Sample Descriptions of Psychological Assessments, Sample Descriptions of OT Assessments, and/or Sample Descriptions of Academic Assessments.  May also wish to include the statement below.

When reviewing the scores it should be noted that percentile scores that fall between the 25th and 75th percentiles are within the average range. Scores between the 9th and 24th percentiles are in the low average range, and anything below is considered to be in the low to very low range of performance. Average standard scores are between 90 and 110. Scores between 80 and 89 are within the low average range, and anything below is considered to be in the low to very low range of performance.
Overall Summary and Recommendations


Summary of assessment, including factors affecting educational performance

Student's overall performance ranged from (low average, average, etc.) to (average, superior).  Student's relative strengths were in ________.; however, student is not as strong in ____.  

Student's overall level of ability is ____.  When compared to grade level peers student's performance is


Indicators of possible disability or continuing disability 



(see Sample Language for Indicators of a Possible Disability)
