Ventura County SELPA

Sample Descriptions of Psychological Assessment Instruments
Achenbach Child Behavior Check list – This test consists of a four page questionnaire for obtaining parents', teacher(s)', and the student's report of school related behaviors 
Autism Diagnostic Observation Schedule (ADOS) - The ADOS is a semi-structured, standardized assessment of communication, social interaction, and play or imaginative use of materials for individuals who have been referred because of possible autism or other pervasive developmental disorders.  The ADOS consists of standard activities that allow the examiner to observe behaviors that have been identified as important to the diagnosis of autism spectrum disorders at different developmental levels and chronological ages.
Battelle Developmental Battery - This instrument measures cognitive, motor, language, self-help and social skills in individuals from preschool to primary grade levels.
The Developmental Profile 3 (DP-3) - The DP-3 provides five scales, each with 34 to 38 items, designed to assess the development and functioning of children from birth through age 12.  The DP-3 utilizes input from parents or caregivers to provide scores in five key areas of development:  physical, adaptive behavior, social-emotional, cognitive, and communication.  The DP-3 provides norm-based scores and information on individual strengths and weaknesses in child development.  The DP-3 then shows a comparison of the child’s development with other children who are the same age.
Developmental Test of Visual-Motor Integration - The Developmental Test of Visual-Motor Integration assesses a student's ability to reproduce geometric forms with no erasures permitted to improve performance. This test utilizes Standard Scores, which have an average score of 100, with an average range of 90 to 110.
Matrix Analogies Test - The Matrix Analogies Test was designed to assess a student's nonverbal reasoning skills. It assesses 4 areas of nonverbal reasoning: pattern completion, analogies, serial reasoning, and spatial visualization. Subtest scores are reported utilizing scaled scores, which have an average of 10, with an average range of 7-13. Overall performance is reported with Standard Scores, which have an average of 100, with an average range of 90 to 110.
My Self Checklist (Robert Valett) - The My Self Checklist Test is a nonstandardized tool to gather information on how a student feels about him/herself, and relationships with others, school, etc.  It is composed of approximately 36 sentences, and the student is asked to respond with "Yes," "No," or "Not sure" to describe him/herself.
Peabody Developmental Motor Scale – This test measures gross and fine motor skills in individuals from birth to 8 years of age.
Piers Harris Self-Concept Scale - The Piers assesses a student's self-esteem. It utilizes T-scores to report a student's self-rating of self-esteem. T-scores have an average of 50, with the average range between 30 and 70. T-scores below 30 are within the significant range for a particular area.
Roberts Apperception Test for Children 2  (Roberts 2) - The Roberts is a projective technique, which presents 16 different pictures of children and adults in everyday interaction and requires the student to tell a story about what they see. The stories are supposed to have a beginning, middle and end.  The responses are scored on a variety of scales which address Developmental/Adaptive functioning and Clinical functioning which include analysis of overall themes, available resources, ability to identify and solve problems, emotionality, and outcomes.  Scores are reported as T-Scores with a mean of 50 and standard deviation of 10.  Scores that fall between 40 and 60 are considered to be the broad average range and scores beyond that range are evaluated for clinical significance.
Sentence Completion Test - The Sentence Completion Test is a nonstandardized instrument that looks at the student’s perception of him/herself and his/her feelings about life in general.  The student is presented with sentence prompts (i.e. "I like.....;"   "I am happy....;" etc.) and is asked to complete the sentence stem.
Southern California Ordinal Scales of Development - The Southern California Ordinal Scales of Development is an instrument used to measure intelligence and ability.  It differs from other scales of intelligence in that the assessment procedures are flexible rather than fixed, it is criterion-referenced, and the scoring system takes into account the quality as well as the quantity of responses.  The Cognition Scale relies on Piaget’s model of intellectual development to determine a child’s level of cognitive functioning.  At each stage of development the items are categorized by the core areas currently being developed within that stage.

Stanford-Binet Intelligence Scale - This instrument measures general intelligence, basic cognitive processing and memory retention in individuals from 2 to 23 years of age.
Test of Auditory Perceptual Skills Upper Level (TAPS) - The TAPS tests a student's auditory processing skills.  It utilizes 7 subtests designed to assess auditory memory for numbers (forward and reversed), sentences, words in isolation, and directions.  In addition, it assesses a student's auditory discrimination, reasoning and thinking. Scores are reported using scaled scores, which have an average score of 10, with an average range of 7 to 13.  Overall performance on the TAPS is reported utilizing a Standard Score, which has an average score of 100, with an average range of 90 to 110.
Test of Problem Solving (TOPS) - The TOPS  is designed to assess a student's ability to understand and solve everyday social situations. Scores are reported in Standard Scores, which have an average of 100, with the average range falling between 90 and 110.
Test of Visual Perceptual Skills Upper Level - The Test of Visual Perceptual Skills tests a student's visual processing skills utilizing 7 subtests designed to assess visual discrimination, memory, spatial relationships, form constancy, sequential memory, figure-ground, and visual closure. Scores are reported using scaled scores, which have an average score of 10, with an average range of 7 to 13.

Vineland Adaptive Behavior Scale - This instrument assesses children from early preschool to 18 years of age on social abilities and independent living skills. Scores are reported in the areas of communication, daily living, motor and socialization skills.
Weschler Individual Achievement Test (WIAT)  - The WIAT is a comprehensive individually administered battery for assessing the achievement of children who are in grades K through 12 or ages five through nineteen.  It produces a standardized assessment of academic skills and compares performance to other students of the same age.
Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children Fourth Edition (WISC-IV) - The WISC-IV is a comprehensive set of individually administered tests used to assess the general thinking and reasoning skills of children aged 6 years to 16 years. The test has five main scores: Verbal Comprehension Score, Perceptual Reasoning Score, Working Memory Score, Processing Speed Score and Full Scale Score. The scores show how well the child performed compared to a group of children the same age from across the United States. The highest possible score is 160, and the lowest possible score is 40.  Half of children will score above 100, and half will score below 100. Scores from 90 to 109 are average.  Scores from 85 to 114 fall within the broad range of average.
Woodcock Language Proficiency Battery - The Woodcock Language Proficiency Battery assesses a student's skills in the area of language. It assesses memory for sentences, picture vocabulary, oral vocabulary, listening comprehension, and verbal analogies. Scores are reported using Standard Scores, which have an average of 100, with an average range of 90-110.
