
Appendix I-B 
VENTURA COUNTY SELPA 

DECISION-MAKING PROCESS 
For Surrogate Parents For Special Education 

 

Note: Send copy of form SP-3 to SELPA for each surrogate appointed. 

Child is adjudicated a dependent or ward of the court or 
is an unaccompanied homeless youth  

 
 

No parent can be identified 
-OR- 

location of parent cannot be determined after  
reasonable effort by school district. 

 Have the parents had their educational rights removed 
by a judge?  (Contact placing agency) 

(Form SP-1 and SP-2) 
 

 

NO   

 Invite parents to the IEP.  If they are unable or unwilling, 
you can mail the IEP, do a phone conference, or they 

can designate any representative they want. 
(Form “Designation of Educational Representative”) 

 
 
 

YES 

  

Make a record in child’s file. 
YES Has the judge appointed a surrogate?  EC7579.6 

 
 

The foster parent serves as parent 
(Form “Foster Parent Agreement to Represent Special 

Education Student”) (SP-4) 

YES 
Is there a foster parent who has an ongoing, long-term 

parental relationship with the child and is willing to represent 
him or her? 

  
NO 

The relative caretaker can be appointed as “surrogate 
parent” 

(Form “Appointment/Acceptance of  
Surrogate Parent) (SP-3) 

YES Is there a relative caretaker (Aunt, Grandma, etc.) with 
whom the child resides? 

NO 
 

The (CASA) worker can be appointed as “surrogate 
parent” 

(Form “Appointment/Acceptance of  
Surrogate Parent”) (SP-3) 

YES 

Is there a Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) worker? 

  NO 

 
  

District must select and appoint their own. 
Surrogates may include retired teachers, social workers, and 
probation officers who are not employees of the school district or any 
other agency involved in the education or care of the child.  It may 
include an employee of the nonpublic agency that only provides 
noneducational care for the child.  (EC 7579.5.) Use form SP-5 
“Educational Representative Information/Registration”  If there has 
been a surrogate appointed by another district within the Ventura 
County SELPA, it is our agreement to appoint the same surrogate.  

You may ask for the IEP team lead to complete the 
“Surrogate Parent Evaluation Form” (SP-6) if you 

would like feedback. 


