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PRESCHOOL LANGUAGE SURVEY PROCESS 
 
The process to identify a special education preschool child as fluent English proficient or limited 
English proficient. 
 
STEP ONE: Administer the Home Language Survey 
 Proceed to Step Two if: 

 
1. A response of a language other than English to any one of the first three 

questions is obtained. 

2. An English response to all of the first three questions and a response 
other than English to question four (together with reasonable doubt of 
the examiner) is obtained. 

  
STEP TWO: Complete the Parent Interview 
 Proceed to Step Three if  the answers to four out of seven on the parent 

interview indicate a language other than English 
  
STEP THREE: Administer the Language Screening tool for English and Primary 

Language Proficiency 
 1. Administer in accordance with the directions on the assessment 

instrument. (Page 3) 

2. Check correct and incorrect responses and records totals. 

3. Sign and date the screening tool. 
  
STEP FOUR: Determine Classification 
 1. Convene IEP team, including English Learner program personnel.  (May 

be done as an Addendum). 

2. Determine Language Proficiency Classification based on Guidelines. 

3. Complete Language Proficiency Classification form. 

4. Attach to IEP. 
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STEP 2 
PRESCHOOL LANGUAGE SURVEY 

 
PARENT INTERVIEW 

 

Child’s Name    Birthdate  
 

 
 

1) What language is spoken most frequently with sibling(s)?   

   

   
 
2) What language is spoken most frequently with other children while at play?    

   

   

   

 
3) What language does your child use most frequently to express wants and needs?   

   

   

   

 
4) What language does your child most frequently use to name familiar objects, foods, parts of 

body?    

   

   
 
5) What is the language of the television programs your child most frequently enjoys?   

   

   

   

 
6) What is the language of the stories your child most frequently requests?   

   

   

   

 
7) Describe how your child carries on a conversation.   
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STEP 3 
PRESCHOOL LANGUAGE SURVEY  

 
ENGLISH AND PRIMARY LANGUAGE 

SCREENING TOOL 
 

Child’s Name:    Birthdate:   
 Last First MI 

School of Residence:       

School of Attendance:      

Primary Language:       
 

Directions: 
 
1. Administer in English (within 40 school days of enrollment).  If fewer than 11 correct 

responses in both sections or 3 consecutive incorrect responses in Receptive, administer 
the assessment the Primary Language (within 90 calendar days of enrollment). 

 
2. Check the correct (+) and the incorrect (-) responses. 
 
3. Indicate total correct (+) and incorrect (-) responses. 
 
4. Assessors sign and date. 
 

 English Primary 
Language 

RECEPTIVE   +   -   +   - 
1. Touch your nose.             
2. Pick up the ball.             
3. Show me the airplane.             
4. Show me the cup.             
5. Point to the picture of the baby.             
6. Point to the picture of the dog.             
   
EXPRESSIVE   +   -   +   - 
1. Listen to what I say and say the same thing, “I like candy.”             
2. Listen to what I say and say the same thing, “Cars go fast.”             
3. What is this? (Show a shoe)             
4. What is this? (Point to an eye)             
5. What is this? (Show a picture of a house)             
6. What is this? (Show a picture of an apple) TOTALS:             
 
 
 
     
English Assessor  Date Primary Language Assessor Date 
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 STEP 4 

PRESCHOOL LANGUAGE SURVEY 
 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY GUIDELINES 
 
 
Guidelines to determine language proficiency classification: 
 
1. Use recorded total results on English and Primary Language Screening Tool to determine 

proficiency in language: 

a) English Language- A child is considered to be non-English proficient if one of the 
following exists: 

 Three consecutive incorrect responses in the Receptive Language Section, or 
 Five or more incorrect responses in both the Receptive and Expressive Sections 

b) Primary Language- The child is considered to be non-proficient in the primary 
language if one of the following exists: 

 Three consecutive incorrect responses in the Receptive Language Section, or 
 Five or more incorrect responses in both the Receptive and Expressive Sections 

 
2. Language Proficiency Classification is determined by the following: 

a) If the child is considered to be non-English proficient but has passed the assessment in 
the primary language (11 or more correct responses), the child is identified as an EL 
student. 

b) If the child is considered to be non-English and non-primary language proficient, the 
IEP team (which includes ELD Personnel) must determine whether the child is non-
proficient because of language or because of other developmental factors.  This 
judgment made by the IEP team will determine the classification of the child as an EL 
or an initially identified Fluent English Proficient (IFEP). 

c) If the child’s correct responses in the assessment for English proficiency range between 
8 and 10 and there is reasonable doubt as to determination as limited English 
proficient, the IEP team’s judgment will determine the child’s language classification. 
(EL or IFEP) 

d) If the child’s correct responses in the assessment for primary language proficiency 
range between 8 and 10 and there is reasonable doubt as to a determination as limited 
proficient language, the IEP team’s judgment will determine the child’s language 
classification. (EL) 

e) If a child correctly responds to 11 or more items in the English, the child is identified 
as an IFEP student. 
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PRESCHOOL LANGUAGE SURVEY  
  

ENGLISH AND PRIMARY LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 
 
 

Child’s Name:    Birthdate:   
 Last First MI 

 

Child’s language proficiency appears to be: 

 

 More proficient in English than primary language 

 More proficient in primary language than English. 

 Equally proficient in both languages. 

   

NOTE:  This is valid for preschool purposes only; students with a home language other than 
English will need to be assessed to measure English Language Proficiency using the CELDT or 
other state-approved alternate assessment. 


