
Physical Disabilities

Physical Disabilities
Physical impairment refers to a broad range of disabilities which include orthopedic, 
neuromuscular, cardiovascular and pulmonary disorders. People with these disabilities often 
must rely upon assertive devices such as wheelchairs, crutches, canes, and artificial limbs to 
obtain mobility. The physical disability may either be congenital or a result of injury, muscular 
dystrophy, multiple sclerosis, cerebral palsy, amputation, heart disease, pulmonary disease or 
more. Some persons may have hidden (nonvisible) disabilities which include pulmonary 
disease, respiratory disorders, epilepsy and other limiting conditions. 
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